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THE Stale Election 
will be held on April 
15 and 16, the Elec¬ 
tion Commission 
announced in Kuala 
Lumpur today. 

Nomination Day will 
be April 6, commission 
chairman Tan Sri Haji 
Abdul Kadir Talib said 
after chairing a meeting 
of the commission to de 
termine the dates. 

He said the election 
writ would be issued on 
March 25 and election 
notice the following day. 
Tan Sn Kadir said that 
the electoral roll verified 
on March 15 this year 
and containing 625 t 270 
voters would be used for 
the election. 

The election involves 
48 constituencies. 

The election follows 
the dissolution of the 
State Legislative Assembly 


on March 12—two years 
ahead of its normal five^ 
year term 

The dissolution was 
prompted by the actions 
of a group of State 
As cm Hymen calling 
themselves the “Bcrsa- 
tu” who failed to topple 
Chief Minister Datuk 
Patinggi Haji Abdul 
Taib Mahmud, 

Tan Sri Haji Abdul 
Kadir said the commis¬ 
sion had studied various 
factors prevailing in 
Sarawak, including the 
security aspects as well 
as the ability of the com¬ 
mission to carry out the 
election within the stipu¬ 
lated period. 

He said the choice of 
the dates was based on 
the need to give the peo¬ 
ple of Sarawak the ear¬ 
liest possible oppr«-lim¬ 


it y to elect their repre¬ 
sentatives* 

It was also based on 
the realisation that the 
Sarawak people's in¬ 
terests would he served i n 
a constitutionally elected 
state. 

He assured the people 
that the commission 
would ensure the elec¬ 
tion would be carried out 
properly and fairly. 

He urged all parties 
concerned to given their 
full cooperation to the 
commission to ensure 
public order and peace 
prevailed for the people 
to burn out to exercise 
their voting right. 

Tan Sri Haji Abdul 
Kadir also clarified that a 
political party could only 
use one symbol in an 
election. 


The symbol to be used 
must he the one reg¬ 
istered with the commis¬ 
sion, be said when com¬ 
menting on reports that a 
party had planned to use 
two symbols for its 
candidates in the upcom¬ 
ing state election, one 
for rural and another for 
urban constituencies. 

He said candidates 
could either use the sym¬ 
bol of a party of their 
choice or one of the sym¬ 
bols registered with the 
commission for use by 
independent candidates. 

He said those wishing 
to use the symbol of any 
party must get a letter of 
consent from the party 
concerned and this must 
be submitted together 
with theL nomination 
papers. 




